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Till he had crushed the Cypriot
From whose isle rich supplies are got.
Nor would he quit this enterprise
Till he had made of it his prize.
Yet these ambassadors did both
Urge him to put aside his sloth.
AND ADVANCES   ON  NICOSIA
So, with his host assembled, he
Moved on direct to Nicosie.
Each bore his own arms, and each one
Of food bore full provision.                                                1,910
The emperor, who close by did hide,
Upon the marching army spied.
The king led the rear guard, for fear
Lest harm come on them from the rear.
Then from the ambush where he lay,
The emperor made swift foray
With force of seven hundred, which
Their cowardice did sore bewitch.
They sent their shafts at the foreguard,
Who let them come straight on toward                                1,920
Them 5 skirmishing about the side,
Like a swift Turcople,45 did ride
The emperor, and swiftly sped
Toward the rear guard, which Richard led.
And at the king launched arrows two
That had been dipped in poison brew.
Dashing from his battalion,
The king nearly took vengeance on
This wicked emperor foresworn.
But he was by swift Fauvel borne,                                       1,930
45 Turcoples were light armed cavalry employed in eastern armies. They were said
to have been originally of mixed blood, being descended from Turkish fathers and
Greek mothers (Albert of Aix, Rec. his. crois. Occ., IV, 434). They were usually
archers and seem to have been developed by the Byzantines, from whom they passed
over to the armies of the crusaders. They were used as auxiliaries to the heavy-armed
knights and were valuable against the Saracen mounted archers.